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SUBJ: SECURITY SITUATION IN SIDON 

1. RESIDENTS OF SIDON STAGED A DAY-LONG GENERAL STRIKE 
ON JANUARY 28 TO PROTEST THE LACK OP SECURITY IN THE CITY. 

SHOPS AND CAPES WERE CLOSED AND SCATTERED DEMONSTRATIONS 
WERE STAGED TO DEMAND THAT THE STATE PUT AN END TO THE 
RASH OP INCIDENTS, INCLUDING PROTECTION RACKETS, PREQUENT 
SHOOT-OUTS, AND ATTACKS ON LAW ABIDING CITIZENS. 

2. AT AN EMERGENCY MEETING ON THE SAME DAY, REPRESENTATIVES 
OP VARIOUS LEBANESE AND PALESTINIAN GROUPS IN SIDON 
INCLUDING THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT, THE ARAB LIBERATION FRONT, 

THE PFLP, THE PDPLP, THE FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OP 
PALESTINE (PLP) AND SAIQA ISSUED A JOINT STATEMENT 

CALLING FOR: 

-THE WITHDRAWAL OP ALL ARMED ELEMENTS PROM THE 
STREETS OP THE OLD QUARTER OP SIDON; 
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-THE BANNING OP THE CARRYING OP WEAPONS BY ANY 
MILITARY GROUP IN THE STREETS OP SIDON. 

3. THE MOST RECENT INCIDENT, WHICH PROMPTED THE GENERAL 
STRIKE, WAS A TWO-DAY GUN BATTLE ON JANUARY 27-28 BETWEEN 
THE IRAQI BACKED PLP AND PRO-SYRIAN PEDAYEEN, WHICH BEGAN 
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WHEN THE FLP TRIED TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN THE OLD QUARTER, 
ACCORDING TO AN EMBASSY SOURCE. THE PRO-SYRIAN FEDAYEEN 
RESPONDED BY ATTACKING THE FLP FIGHTERS AND FORCING THEM 
TO WITHDRAW. OTHER UNIDENTIFIED EIGHTERS USED THE 
OCCASION TO DYNAMITE THE SHOPS OF SOME CHRISTIANS IN THE 
OLD CITY, THE SAME SOURCE REPORTED. 

4. COMMENT: NEITHER THE SYRIAN ARMY NOR LEBANESE 
AUTHORITIES ARE PREPARED OR ABLE TO MAINTAIN SECURITY IN 
THE OLD QUARTER OF SIDON, WHICH PALESTINIAN FIGHTERS 
HAVE CONTROLLED SINCE THE END OF FIGHTING IN 1976. 

DESPITE THE JOINT STATEMENT, MANY PEOPLE ARE SKEPTICAL 
THAT THE VARIOUS PALESTINIAN FACTIONS WILL COOPERATE IN 
MAINTAINING ORDER OVER ANY APPRECIABLE LENGTH OF TIME. 
END COMMENT. 
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